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PHYSIGISTS IGNORE
WORLD’S TENSIONS

East and West Scientists
Exchange Data and Views
at Conference Upstate

By HAROLD M. SCHMECK Jr.
Special to The New York Times,

ROCHESTER, N. Y., Aug. 27
—For the last three days the;
campus of the University of
Rochester has appeared to be
a patch of sunshine in the som-
ber avercast of the “cold war.”

‘Thursday marked the opening|*

here of the Tenth International
Lonference on High Energy

“of leading physicists is, in ef-
fect, a world summit confer-
ence in its highly important and
complex field of study.

At the scientific sessions and
in .the free periods between
them, Soviet physicists have
mingled, exchanged data. and
scientific ideas with their col-
leagues from the United States
and twenty-eight other nations.

The exchanges have been lim-
ited to scientific matters. One
Russian-speaking Western phys-
icist said the delegates spoke
freely of physics and the
weather, but are, shy on less
neutral topics. The subject mat-
ter of the conference is all pure
sclence with no immediate appli-
cations to technology. None of
the information is classified.’

27 in Soviet Delegation -

The Soviet delegation, num-
bering twenty-seven, is under-
stood to be the largest group of
Soviet physicists ever tb attend
a pure science meeting outsidg]
their own country.

kept to themselves. One distin-
guished American physicist said
their behavior in that respect
has been indistinguishable from

A prominent American physi-
cist described Soviet scientific
‘contributions to the sessions he
had attended as “‘modest.”

From other Western scien-
tists there was a range of views
on this point depending, appar-
ently, on which of the four
simultaneous sessions the ob-
server attended Thursday and
yesterday.

Several sald the Soviet work
seemed no better, but certainly
no, worse than that of any of
the other major delegations.

Learned of Research
One session chalrman ex-
pressed gratification at learning
form the Soviet scientists de-
tails of some research projects
that physicists elsewhere had
not realized the Russians were
pursuing. v

 The absence from the meeting
of two particularly - important
Soviet physicists, Igor Y. Eﬁm
head of the theoretical

tory of the Lebedev Physical
Institute in Moscow, and A, L
Alikhanov of the Institute of
Theoretical and Experimental
Physics there is considered a
loss to the international meet-
ing.

The men- had been expected
to serve as chairmen of two of
the scientific sessions here. Two
weeks ago, however, the organ-
izing committee of the confer-
ence received notice that the
two scientists could not attend.
No explanation has been given.

" Another leading Soviet scien-
tist, Dr." D, 1. Blokhintsev, di-
rector of the Joint Institute for
Nuclear Research at Dubna,
has been prevented - from. at-
tendmg by illness. He also had
keen- expected to be chairman
at -one of the sessions. Physi-
cists here hope he may still- be

Here they have not markedly

able to attend later parts of

the meeting, which continues
through Thursday.
Though preparations for the

conference had been in progress
for several months, no list of
delegates had been received
from the Soviet Union before
the U-2 incident, This event and
the failure of the summit con-
ference in Paris caused specu-
lation that the Russians might
not send any delegation.

Dr. Robert E. Marshak,
chairman of the Department
of Physics and Astronomy at
the University of Rochester and
organizer of the conference, has
expressed gratification that a
large delegation did come,

It is led by the distinguished
physicists Viadmir Veksler and
Nikolai Bogolyubov, both mem-
vers of the Soviet Academy of
Sciences. Other leading Ameri-
can physicists emphatically
shared this feeling.

Following a meeting late las}
night, officers of the Commis-
sion on High Energy Physics of
the International Union of Pure
and Applied Physics said plans
were in progress to expand the
already respectable amount of
»ibasic scientific information ex-
{changed between East and West
in the field,

The union Is the principal
sponsor of the international
meeting,

The scientific sessions here
are in recess today and tomor-
row. Many of the American
and foreign physicists are tak-
ing tours to points of interest
in western New York.

Portugal Notes African -Plan

JOHANNESBURG, South Af-
rica, Aug. 27 (Reuters)—Prof.
Paulo Cunha, former Portu-
guese Foreign Minister, said to-
day he did not expect Portugal’s
African territories to be affect-
ed by African independence
moves. He said that Portugal’s
African territories were prov-
inces, not colonies, and that they
had the same status as Euro-

pean Portugal.
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